
by Dorothy Ree
Excitement was the order

of the day in a seventh grade
language arts class at Gardner
School according to Julia Marc-
hant, Gardner School principal,
when a three-foot long rattle-
snake wandered into the class-
room. While most students
were squealing, one boy calm-
ly brought a shovel from the
attached greenhouse, scooped
the snake outside and cut off
its head with the shovel. After
the rattles were removed the
class voted to present them to
a new student from Florida
who had never seen a rattle-
snake.

Other than this Gardner
School is off to a smooth start.
Volleyball has begun with
most of the students in the
fifth and sixth grades. Two
seventh graders and two
eighth graders complete the
team.

Pat Martinez, Peakview
principal, reported that 192
students are enrolled at the
school thus far. Pre-kindergar-
ten classes start next week.

A new experiment in the
lunch program is being tried.
Students have recess first and
then lunch. This seems to
result in students eating a
better lunch instead of rushing
to get outside for play.

In addition to Peakview's
enrollment it was reported that
Washington School has 138
students, Gardner has 77, and
John Mall High School has 290.

Paul Heesaker, John Mall
High School principal, report-
ed on the ACT scores of stu-
dents who took the test last
spring. The scores were down
slightly from the preceding
year. The state composite
average was 19.7 and the
JMHS composite average was
18.7.

Class sizes are as follows:
7th grade - 50, 8th grade - 40,
freshman - 52, sophomore - 48,
junior - 44 and senior - 56.
The senior number includes
eight students who failed to
graduate last spring but who
have returned to JMHS to
complete their high school
work.

There are 27 students out
for football and 16 in the ju-
nior high. Thirty-one students
are working out in volleyball.

Superintendent Glenn
Davis reported on a petition
signed by a number of citizens
requesting a school bus for
Stacy Drive. By board policy
the superintendent has the
authority to set bus routes and
since board policy also pre-
cludes school bus routes with-
in the city limits, Davis has
rejected the request.

Five students are enrolled
in the Cyber School and the
district intends to advertise
widely in hopes of gaining
several more students for this
educational experience.

Henry Mclntosh, JMHS
English teacher, requested a
proclamation from the board
indicating the board's support
for the teacher exchange pro-
gram which is sending Mcln-
tosh to Azerbaijan in October.
Mclntosh will mentor teachers
of English in that country for
several weeks. The board
complied with his request and
presented a suitably signed
and sealed proclamation which
Mclntosh will present to the
Dean of Education in Azerba-
ijan.

In other business the
Board:

...hired Alan Tinsley as
builting trades instructor.

...hired bus drivers.

...approved school lunch
prices as: full price for Ele-
mentary and Intermediate -
Lunch $1.00; High School -
$1.25; Adults-$2.50. Reduced
price: 40 cents.

...approved the substitute
lists of teachers, secretaries,
custodians, cooks, and activity
bus drivers.

...approved the purchase
of a copy machine for the
district office at a cost not to
exceed $12,000. The current
machine has been in use for
about fifteen years.

...approved the purchase
of a staff car not to exceed
$25,000
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A FIFTY-METER anemometer tower slowly reaches skyward in the middle of a cow pas-
ture northwest of Walsenburg on Monday, August 22. Winched up and secured in place by
San Isabel Electric Association, this is the first fifty meter wind-monitoring tower to be placed
in the State. (Photo by Gretchen Orr)

Dump possibility in Huerfano County
by Brian Orr

Scott King, Chairman of
the Huerfano County Com-
missioners, said Wednesday
that the commissioners have
done informal research on the
feasibility of opening a new
public dump in Huerfano
County. In response to nu-
merous queries, county plan-
ner Drew Nigrini looked into
records for the last time a pub-
lic dump was in the offing.

dump. If the voters were to their trash illegally. Someone
approve the project,-an ap- , has done just that in commis-
propriate site would still need s i o n e r Ro g e r Cain's arroyo.
to be found— not an easy task , cain would not give details as
in this day of Not In My Back t o w h e r e t h i s arroyo is located.
Yard. Tfre E.P.A. would also ; King is not ruling out the
have to give approval. possibility of. proceeding with

a county dump, but any initia-
tive must be citizen-driven. "If
you'd like a dump, contact
us," Cain concluded.

On other topics, Partners

$195,000, to create a county-
wide dump was defeated by
the voters. Extrapolating that
forward to 2005, King esti-
mated the annual cost would
be more like three mills, or
about $225,000 to open a new

Fiesta
The 32nd annual Plaza de

los Leones Fiesta will be held
on Sep. 9, 10 and 11.

A teen dance is scheduled
for Friday, Sep. 9 at the Wal-
senburg Community Center.

Entertainment is on Satur-
day, Sep. 10 starting with a

show, a beer garden, arts and , Huerfano World
crafts, food and refreshment „_ /., .i. , ,
booths, a fire engine slide, a c u Exhibiting a good degree
bungee jump, a trampoline, a of h l s t o n c integnty, the Huer-
rock wall climb, baseball, vol- f a n o County High School still

conveys its original location,
setting, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and as-

director Debbie Channel
asked the board for $5,000
funding to help carry the pro-

(Continued on Page 2)

Prior to this, two private
dumps, one in La Veta and
one in Gardner, have both
been closed due to public
pressure.

Citizens who do not have
Back in 1995 a mill levy of access to trash pick-up service

two mills, or approximately now have the choice of driv-
ing their refuse to Trinidad,
Westcliffe or Pueblo, or dump

School accepted by National Register
The Huerfano County The o n ly waY t o c a r i 7 o n t h e

High School (Walsenburg w o r k theY s 0 n o b l y ^ g 3 * i s t o

Middle School) has been ap- foster and build-up the educa-
proved for State Historic Reg-
istry status. The National
Register nomination is being
reviewed by an out of state
committee. Ron Sladek, presi-
dent of Fort Collins based Ta-
tanka Historical Associates,
Inc. prepared the document
supporting the building's Na-
tional Register nomination
and has kindly consented to

parade at 10 a.m. down Wai- a\\ow the following portions Colorado and throughout the
senburg's Main Street. A car of his report to be reprinted in n a t i o n- T o ^ e who argued

that the cost of a new school
was excessive and unneces-
sary, Hudson replied that each
taxpayer's share would be
minimal: "It is a small sum to
keep in your pocket and let
the child pay- pay in lack of

sociation. Today the^building development, pay in lack of
evokes the growth and success opportunity, pay in the price-
of Walsenburg and Huerfano l e s s c o i n o f a shining mental-
County during the coal min- i t v ' and u i s ^ P o o r c h i l d

ing boom of the early 1900s, that will pay the biggestprice,
along with the Collegiate
Gothic form of architecture
that lent itself well to educa-
tional buildings of the pe-
riod."

Sladek, in his report, then
went on to discuss the histori-
cal background of the build-
ing. The question of whether
a new school was needed was
highly controversial in the

tional advantages which they
have bequeathed to us for our
children." (26 June 1919, p. 1)
Writing in The Independent in
favor of the project, Addie Vi-
ola Hudson, wife of a local
rancher, businessman and fu-
ture state senator, echoed this
sentiment. She also focuses
upon the problems of illiter-
acy and child labor, both in

leyball and horseshoe tourna-
ments, are on the agenda.

Also on Saturday, Sep. 10
is free entertainment from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. featuring the
2005 State Fair Fiesta Queen,
Vanessa Devereaux and her
court, Ballet Folklorico, El
Fandango dancers and Las
Hermanas Rosa and Judy,
Britney Scarcella. A dance will
be held Saturday, Sep. 10 at
the Walsenburg Community
Center from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Music will be furnished by
Mighty Quick. Tickets are $12
per couple and $8 for singles.
Ticket outlets are 38 Special
and Rosa's Cantina.

On Sunday, Sep. 11, at the
Community Center, there will
be a Community Prayer Ser-
vice at 1 p.m. and Mighty
Quick is performing from 2 to
5~p.m. and the beer garden is upon the memory of the pio-

f 5 i t f th h l

for the man who can afford it
may send his child away but
on the ripening autumn day,
when that one child leaves for
a broader educational field,
there will remain at home
some lonely little hearts beat-
ing a farewell to many, many
things." (4 July 1919, p. 1)

On 7 July 1919, a light
in tne turnout of voters went to the

community. Walsenburg's Po l l s a n d approved the bond
two weekly newspapers took issue for the school by a ma-
opposing views. "Calling j o r i t v of 6 5 in favor, allocating

Mayor
Erin Jerant and Edi Thach

Sheldon have taken nominat-
ing petitions for mayor.The
two join former Council mem-
ber and County Commissioner
Charlie Montoya, who is also
running for mayor.

Jerant was on City Council
for three terms (six years) and
Sheldon is completing a four
year term- in May, 2006 on the
Spanish Peaks Regional Health
Center (hospital board).

All candidates will ap-
pear on the Nov. 1 ballot.

Deadline for filing a peti-
tion was Monday, Aug. 22 at 4
p.m.

Maurice Brau, currently
the mayor of the City, is run-
ning for a seat on City Council
in Ward I. The other persons
who have taken and filed peti-
tions are Sandy Pacheco and
Nathan Guerrero, Ward I.

In Ward II, Cathy Pineda,
has taken and filed a petition
the only one; petitions taken
and filed include: James Baca,
Ward III, the only one; and
William "Bill" Allison, Ward
IV. Incumbent Geri Ann Vigil
is also running from Ward IV.

Council members who
are not running include: Clau-
dine Scarcella, Ward I; Cindy
Wiggins, Ward II and Bruce
Eccher, Ward III and Paul
Sedillo and Fred Eccher, Ward
I and IV, who are term limited.

In Re-1 School District
running for office are: Robert
Duran, District D; Jesse Jack-
son, District F, who is a candi-
date for the seat held by Sue
Powell, who is term limited.

Incumbent Jaye Sudar
Thomas, has picked up a peti-
tion for District D.

There is not a candidate
for District B, the seat current-
ly held by Marge Figal, who is
term limited.

Deadline for filing peti-
tions in the School District is
Aug. 26.

A City Council petition
taken by Jacque Sykes, was
ruled invalid because of the
address.

On a related school topic,
five candidates are running
for three seats in the RE-2
school district. Dave Moly-
neux and Eddy Smith are in-
cumbents running for re-
election,and Shannon Shrout,
A.R. Miller and Jim Fowler
have all turned in petitions
saying they will run. Incum-
bent Fred Falk, whose term
ends this year, is not seeking
re-election.

Holistic
A Holistic Art and Health

fair will be held in La Veta on
Sep. 3 in La Veta Town Park.

The event combines art
and health and is sponsored
by the La Veta-Cuchara Cham-
ber of Commerce. Call 742-
3676 for information.

HUERFANO WEATHER

DATE HIGH
Aug. 17
Aug. 18
Aug. 19
Aug. 20
Aug. 21
Aug. 22
Aug. 23

86
86
87
75
83
83
82

LOW
54
55
55
51
50
53
52

PREC.
.16

.03

.13

$5'000 the purchase ofp
open from 2 to 5 p.m.

For information on booths
contact Denise Vigil at 738-
2478 or Cindy Meehan at 719-
214-4051. Contact Wilma Mar-
tinez for the oarade-738-3124
for baseball, Dave Manzanares-
738-2001, for entertainment,

neers in support of the school property and another $85,000
project, the Walsenburg World f o r construction costs. The
wrote that "The sturdy men of Independent editorialized a few
former days spent their time, days later that "the enterpris-
their money and their lives in i n g c i t i z e n s of the county are

tired of having their boys andf ^ "P free
f ™ Wuhons tired of h a v i n g t h e i r b o y s a

7382001, for entertainment, the slopes of the Rocky giris herded in the old build-
Rosa Lopez, 738-3761, for vol- Mountains, and the pioneers ^ g used f o r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s
leyball, Debbie Reynolds-738- of Huerfano County had their and voted in favor of the
3507, for horseshes, Bill Duran- share in this great work. We
738-2883 and for the car show- must not let the work they
Gary Vigil-719-250-1241. accomplished go for naught.

bonds/' (11 July 1919, p.l)

(Continued on Page 6)

State fair
The Colorado State Fair in

Pueblo starts this weekend and
several 4-H displays are going
from Huerfano County.

Many of the youth and
adults, showing in the 4-H Fair
in La Veta, last weekend are
taking their animals or dis-
plays to Pueblo.

Windy
by Brian Orr

With a cluster of dignitar-
ies and a dozen dopey-eyed
cows in attendance, a work
crew from San Isabel Electric
winched the state's first fifty-
meter wind anemometer
tower high into the Huerfano
sky.

Located just off of High-
way 69 -in the middle of a
windy pasture owned by Ed
Johnson, the tower-raising
ceremony was the culmination
of years of planning between
the state of Colorado, San Isa-
bel Electric, and entrepreneurs
Reinhard Peter and Ed John-'
son. Peter and Johnson are
partners in Sunrise Enterprise,
a renewable energy division.

The anemometer tower
has wind measuring points at
30, 40 and 50 meters as well as
two weather vanes, which
continuously transmit data to
a data logger at the base of the
pole. San Isabel will collect
the data monthly to gauge
strength and continuity of
blowing winds for a possible
future wind farm.

This area previously was
home to a thirty meter ane-
mometer tower, which re-
ported continual wind speeds
in the Class 6 range, with
Class 7 being the highest.

Planning and zoning
board member Larry Mapes
was in attendance, and told
the assembled crowd that he
had run cattle right on this
very spot years ago- "I coulda
told ya the wind blew here
without having to put up a
tower." Lew Edmundson, the
chairman for the P&Z board,
said "I've lived here all my
life, and I've cussed the wind
all my life; now maybe we'll
get some good out of it."

V.I.P.s included Bill
Wood, General Manager of
San Isabel Electric, and Drew
Bolin, Director of the Gover-
nor's Office of Energy Man-
agement and Conservation.

Accordion
Accordion music by John

Bechaver will present a relax-
ing atmosphere under the tents
for the annual ice cream social
at the Walsenburg Mining
Museum from 4 to 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 26.

Besides the music the
treats include root beer floats
and ice cream sundaes. Admis-
sion is free to the museum
with the $2 ice cream ticket.

New at the museum this
week is a listing from 1929 to
1954 of miners at the Morning
Glory, Vesta and Carbanado
Mines. Unfortunately the re-
cords, taken from insurance
records, are spotty and not all
are available.

Volunteer Marcia Mapes
has computerized the names
on these family records so that
the full record is more easily
acceptable. The full-page insur-
ance records include, country
of birth and listings of child-
ren's names and other family
information.

The museum always wel-
comes mining information and
photos, which can be copied at
the museum and the original's
return to the owner. Recently,
Paula Sterk Conder, donated
some copies of miner photos.

Makeup
City Council met Tuesday

night to make up the Aug. 16
meeting, which was not held
because of lack of a quorum.

The reason for the session
was to hold the special events
liquor license hearing for the
Plaza de los Leones Fiesta,
Sept. 10 and 11. The Fiesta will
be a three-day affair with a
teen dance slated for Friday,
Sept. 9 at the Walsenburg
Community Center and a beer
garden scheduled for Saturday,
Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. and on
Sunday, Sept. 11 from 2 to 5
p.m.


